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THE INTRODUCTION 
The	  Greek	  word	  for	  “instruct”	  or	  “teach”	  is	  katecheo.	  Katecheo	  is	  where	  we	  get	  our	  word	  
“catechize.”	  A	  Christian	  catechism	  is	  an	  organized	  teaching	  tool	  meant	  for	  the	  
instruction	  and	  discipleship	  of	  believers	  both	  young	  and	  old.	  It	  is	  usually	  accomplished	  
through	  the	  memorization	  of	  question	  and	  answers.	  	  
	  
The	  goal	  behind	  this	  catechism	  is	  two-‐fold.	  First,	  Paul	  says	  he	  would	  rather	  speak	  five	  
words	  for	  the	  instruction	  of	  others	  than	  ten	  thousand	  words	  in	  a	  tongue	  (1	  Cor.	  14:19).	  A	  
crucial	  and	  central	  aspect	  of	  Christian	  discipleship	  is	  teaching	  (Matt.	  28:19)	  and	  
catechisms	  are	  a	  helpful	  and	  accessible	  tool	  to	  use	  in	  this	  process.	  Second,	  Moses	  calls	  
Israelite	  households	  to	  instruct	  their	  children	  in	  the	  Shema	  (Deut.	  6:1-‐4).	  It	  is	  my	  sincere	  
conviction	  that	  catechisms	  are	  the	  best	  way	  to	  pass	  Christian	  theology	  and	  biblical	  truth	  
on	  to	  the	  next	  generation.	  
	  
The	  Lighthouse	  Catechism	  is	  adapted	  from	  the	  Baptism	  Catechism,	  Westminster	  Shorter	  
Catechism,	  Heidelberg	  Catechism,	  and	  New	  City	  Catechism.	  I	  have	  simply	  taken	  the	  
question	  and	  answers	  from	  these	  historic	  catechisms	  and	  modified	  them	  for	  children.	  
The	  name	  of	  this	  catechism	  comes	  from	  a	  desire	  to	  guide	  our	  children	  with	  truth	  and	  
guard	  them	  from	  deception.	  Lighthouses	  are	  pillars	  of	  light	  that	  guide	  sailors	  into	  the	  
harbor	  and	  guard	  them	  from	  the	  rocks.	  The	  goal	  of	  this	  catechism	  is	  to	  guide	  children	  
with	  the	  light	  of	  the	  gospel	  and	  guard	  them	  from	  false	  teaching.	  The	  catechism	  is	  divided	  
into	  six	  major	  sections	  where	  we	  cover	  six	  major	  doctrines:	  
	  

1. The	  Doctrine	  of	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  
2. The	  Doctrine	  of	  God	  
3. The	  Doctrine	  of	  Man	  
4. The	  Doctrine	  of	  Christ	  
5. The	  Doctrine	  of	  Salvation	  
6. The	  Doctrine	  of	  the	  Church	  

	  
I	  recommend	  the	  memorization	  of	  these	  question	  and	  answers	  as	  part	  of	  your	  family	  
devotions.	  These	  doctrines	  will	  be	  taught	  week	  by	  week	  to	  your	  children,	  but	  you	  are	  the	  
primary	  spiritual	  leaders	  in	  your	  children’s	  lives.	  Take	  advantage	  of	  this	  resource	  by	  
helping	  your	  children	  memorize	  some	  of	  the	  most	  crucial	  doctrines	  to	  the	  Christian	  faith.	  
	  
If	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  or	  concerns,	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me,	  or	  your	  church’s	  children’s	  
ministry	  leaders.	   	   	   	   	  
	  
Mathew	  Gilbert	  
Associate	  Pastor	  for	  Children	  and	  Preschool	  |	  The	  Church	  at	  Trace	  Crossing	  |	  Tupelo,	  MS	  
mathew@tracecrossing.org	  |	  (606)	  224-‐9466	  	  
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THE CATECHISM 
	  
Q	  1.	  What	  is	  the	  chief	  end	  of	  man?	  
A.	  The	  chief	  end	  of	  man	  is	  to	  glorify	  God	  by	  enjoying	  him	  forever.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  Corinthians	  10:31;	  Psalm	  16:11;	  37:4;	  73:25-‐26;	  Isaiah	  43:7]	  
	  

P A R T  1   |  T h e  D o c trin e  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  
Q	  2.	  What	  teaches	  us	  how	  we	  should	  glorify	  God	  by	  enjoying	  him	  forever?	  
A.	  The	  Word	  of	  God	  alone	  teaches	  us	  how	  we	  should	  glorify	  God	  by	  enjoying	  him	  
forever.	  
[Scripture:	  2	  Timothy	  3:16-‐17;	  Galatians	  1:8-‐9;	  Isaiah	  8:20;	  Luke	  16:29,	  31]	  
	  
Q	  3.	  What	  is	  the	  Word	  of	  God?	  
A.	  The	  Word	  of	  God	  is	  the	  Bible,	  made	  up	  of	  the	  Old	  and	  New	  Testaments,	  and	  inspired	  
by	  God.	  
[Scripture:	  2	  Peter	  1:21;	  2	  Timothy	  3:16-‐17;	  Isaiah	  8:20;	  Matthew	  5:17-‐18;	  1	  Corinthians	  
2:13;	  Psalm	  19:7-‐8]	  
	  
Q	  4.	  What	  does	  the	  Bible	  mainly	  teach?	  
A.	  The	  Bible	  mainly	  teaches	  what	  man	  must	  believe	  about	  God	  and	  what	  God	  requires	  of	  
man.	  
[Scripture:	  Micah	  6:8;	  John	  20:31;	  1	  Corinthians	  2:7-‐12;	  Romans	  10:7;	  Hebrews	  11:6]	  
	  

P A R T  2   |  T h e  D o c trin e  o f  G o d  
Q	  5.	  Who	  is	  the	  first	  and	  best	  of	  beings?	  
A.	  God	  is	  the	  first	  and	  best	  of	  beings.	  
[Scripture:	  Isaiah	  44:6;	  Psalm	  8:1;	  96:4;	  97:9;	  1	  Samuel	  2:2]	  
	  
Q	  6.	  Who	  is	  God?	  
A.	  God	  is	  the	  personal	  creator	  of	  everything;	  he	  is	  infinite,	  eternal,	  and	  unchangeable	  in	  
all	  he	  is	  and	  does.	  
[Scripture:	  John	  4:24;	  Psalm	  89:14;	  90:2;	  147:5;	  James	  1:17;	  Revelation	  4:8;	  Exodus	  34:6,	  
7;	  1	  Timothy	  1:17;	  Numbers	  23:19]	  
	  
Q	  7.	  Is	  there	  more	  than	  one	  God?	  
A.	  No.	  There	  is	  only	  one	  true	  and	  living	  God.	  
[Scripture:	  Deuteronomy	  6:4;	  Jeremiah	  10:10;	  Psalm	  96:4-‐5]	  
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Q	  8.	  How	  many	  persons	  are	  in	  the	  one	  true	  and	  living	  God?	  
A.	  There	  are	  three	  persons	  in	  the	  one	  true	  and	  living	  God;	  the	  Father,	  the	  Son,	  and	  the	  
Holy	  Spirit.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  Corinthians	  2:11;	  8:6;	  John	  1:1;	  10:30;	  14:9;	  20:28;	  Acts	  5:3-‐4;	  Matthew	  
28:19;	  2	  Corinthians	  13:14;	  Colossians	  2:9;	  Hebrews	  1:3]	  
	  
Q	  9.	  What	  are	  the	  decrees	  of	  God?	  
A.	  The	  decrees	  of	  God	  are	  his	  eternal	  plans	  for	  everything	  that	  happens.	  
[Scripture:	  Ephesians	  1:11;	  Romans	  11:36;	  Daniel	  4:35;	  Isaiah	  46:10;	  Psalm	  115:3;	  Amos	  
3:6]	  
	  
Q	  10.	  How	  does	  God	  carry	  out	  his	  decrees?	  
A.	  God	  carries	  out	  his	  decrees	  in	  creation	  and	  providence.	  
[Scripture:	  Genesis	  1:1;	  Revelation	  4:11;	  Matthew	  5:45;	  6:26;	  Acts	  14:17;	  Proverbs	  16:9,	  
33;	  19:21;	  20:24;	  21:1,	  31]	  
	  
Q	  11.	  What	  is	  creation?	  
A.	  Creation	  is	  God’s	  making	  everything	  out	  of	  nothing	  by	  his	  powerful	  word,	  and	  it	  was	  
all	  very	  good.	  
[Scripture:	  Genesis	  1:1,	  31;	  Hebrews	  11:3;	  Exodus	  20:11;	  Romans	  4:17]	  
	  
Q	  12.	  What	  is	  providence?	  
A.	  Providence	  is	  God’s	  holy,	  wise,	  and	  powerful	  work	  to	  care	  for	  and	  rule	  his	  creatures.	  
[Scripture:	  Nehemiah	  9:6;	  Colossians	  1:17;	  Hebrews	  1:3;	  Psalm	  103:19;	  Matthew	  10:29-‐
30]	  
	  

P A R T  3   |  T h e  D o c trin e  o f  M a n  
Q	  13.	  How	  did	  God	  create	  people?	  
A.	  God	  created	  people,	  male	  and	  female,	  in	  his	  own	  image.	  
[Scripture:	  Genesis	  1:27-‐28;	  Colossians	  3:10;	  Ephesians	  4:24]	  
	  
Q	  14.	  Why	  did	  God	  create	  people?	  
A.	  God	  created	  people	  to	  know	  him,	  love	  him,	  and	  glorify	  him.	  
ripture:	  Isaiah	  43:7;	  Psalm	  16:11;	  Genesis	  1:27-‐28]	  
	  
Q	  15.	  How	  can	  we	  glorify	  God?	  
A.	  We	  glorify	  God	  by	  enjoying	  him,	  loving	  him,	  and	  obeying	  his	  commands.	  
[Scripture:	  Deuteronomy	  11:1;	  Matthew	  22:37-‐40]	  
	  
Q	  16.	  What	  does	  the	  law	  of	  God	  require?	  
A.	  The	  law	  of	  God	  requires	  personal	  and	  perfect	  obedience.	  
[Scripture:	  Matthew	  22:37-‐40;	  Leviticus	  19:2]	  
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Q	  17.	  Can	  anyone	  keep	  the	  law	  of	  God	  perfectly?	  
A.	  No.	  Since	  the	  fall,	  all	  humans	  are	  born	  in	  sin	  and	  unable	  to	  keep	  the	  law	  of	  God	  
perfectly.	  
[Scripture:	  Romans	  3:10-‐12,	  23;	  Psalm	  51:5]	  
	  
Q	  18.	  Since	  no	  one	  can	  keep	  the	  law,	  what	  is	  its	  purpose?	  
A.	  The	  purpose	  of	  the	  law	  is	  to	  show	  us	  our	  need	  of	  a	  Savior.	  
[Scripture:	  Romans	  3:20]	  
	  
Q	  19.	  Did	  Adam	  and	  Eve	  remain	  perfect	  as	  they	  were	  created?	  
A.	  No.	  Adam	  and	  Eve	  fell	  from	  perfection	  by	  sinning	  against	  God.	  
[Scripture:	  Genesis	  3:6,	  12-‐13]	  
	  
Q	  20.	  What	  is	  sin?	  
A.	  Sin	  is	  any	  desire	  or	  action	  that	  breaks	  a	  commandment	  of	  God	  and	  comes	  from	  a	  
heart	  of	  unbelief.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  John	  3:4;	  Romans	  5:13;	  14:23;	  1	  Peter	  1:16;	  Matthew	  5:48;	  1	  Corinthians	  
10:31]	  
	  
Q	  21.	  Did	  all	  mankind	  fall	  with	  Adam	  in	  his	  first	  sin?	  
A.	  Yes.	  All	  mankind	  fell	  with	  Adam	  in	  his	  first	  sin.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  Corinthians	  15:21-‐22;	  Romans	  5:12,	  18-‐19]	  
	  
Q	  22.	  What	  are	  the	  consequences	  of	  the	  fall	  of	  man?	  
A.	  Because	  of	  the	  fall,	  all	  people	  are	  under	  the	  wrath	  and	  curse	  of	  God.	  
[Scripture:	  Romans	  6:23;	  Genesis	  3:24;	  Galatians	  3:10;	  John	  3:36]	  
	  

P A R T  4   |  T h e  D o c trin e  o f  C h ris t  
Q	  23.	  Is	  there	  any	  way	  to	  escape	  punishment	  and	  be	  brought	  back	  into	  God’s	  favor?	  
A.	  Yes.	  God	  reconciles	  us	  to	  himself	  by	  a	  Redeemer.	  
[Scripture:	  Isaiah	  53:6,	  10-‐11;	  2	  Corinthians	  5:21]	  
	  
Q	  24.	  Who	  is	  the	  Redeemer	  of	  God’s	  people?	  
A.	  The	  only	  redeemer	  of	  God’s	  people	  is	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  Timothy	  2:5-‐6;	  John	  14:6]	  
	  
Q	  25.	  Who	  is	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ?	  
A.	  The	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  is	  the	  eternal	  Son	  of	  God	  who	  became	  human	  to	  bear	  the	  
penalty	  of	  sin.	  
[Scripture:	  John	  1:14;	  Galatians	  4:4-‐5;	  Romans	  8:3;	  Philippians	  2:5-‐8]	  
	  
Q	  26.	  How	  can	  Jesus	  Christ	  bear	  the	  penalty	  of	  sin?	  
A.	  Jesus	  Christ	  can	  bear	  the	  penalty	  of	  sin	  because	  he	  is	  fully	  God	  and	  fully	  man.	  
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[Scripture:	  Philippians	  2:5-‐11;	  2	  John	  1:7;	  John	  1:1]	  
	  
Q	  27.	  Why	  do	  we	  need	  Jesus	  Christ	  to	  be	  fully	  God?	  
A.	  We	  need	  Jesus	  Christ	  to	  be	  fully	  God	  because	  only	  God	  can	  bear	  the	  penalty	  of	  sin.	  
[Scripture:	  John	  1:1;	  John	  8:58;	  Mark	  1:1;	  Luke	  2:11;	  Colossians	  2:9;	  Revelation	  21:6]	  
	  
Q	  28.	  Why	  do	  we	  need	  Jesus	  Christ	  to	  be	  fully	  man?	  
A.	  We	  need	  Jesus	  Christ	  to	  be	  fully	  man	  because	  man	  must	  pay	  the	  penalty	  of	  sin.	  
[Scripture:	  Hebrews	  2:17;	  4:15]	  
	  
Q	  29.	  What	  roles	  does	  Jesus	  Christ	  perform	  as	  our	  Redeemer?	  
A.	  Jesus	  Christ	  performs	  the	  roles	  of	  a	  prophet,	  a	  priest,	  and	  a	  king.	  
[Scripture:	  Acts	  3:22;	  Hebrews	  5:5-‐6;	  Revelation	  19:16]	  
	  
Q	  30.	  How	  does	  Jesus	  Christ	  perform	  the	  role	  of	  a	  prophet?	  
A.	  Jesus	  Christ	  performs	  the	  role	  of	  a	  prophet	  by	  revealing	  God’s	  will	  for	  our	  salvation.	  
[Scripture:	  Deuteronomy	  18:15,	  18-‐19;	  Acts	  3:22;	  John	  15:15;	  Hebrews	  1:1-‐2]	  
	  
Q	  31.	  How	  does	  Jesus	  Christ	  perform	  the	  role	  of	  a	  priest?	  
A.	  Jesus	  Christ	  performs	  the	  role	  of	  a	  priest	  by	  once	  for	  all	  offering	  himself	  as	  a	  sacrifice	  
to	  God.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  Peter	  2:24;	  Hebrews	  2:17;	  7:25;	  9:28;	  Ephesians	  5:2;	  Romans	  8:34]	  
	  
Q	  32.	  How	  does	  Jesus	  Christ	  perform	  the	  role	  of	  a	  king?	  
A.	  Jesus	  Christ	  performs	  the	  role	  of	  a	  king	  by	  ruling	  and	  defending	  his	  people.	  
[Scripture:	  Psalm	  110:1-‐2;	  Matthew	  2:6;	  Luke	  1:32-‐33;	  1	  Corinthians	  15:25]	  
	  

P A R T  5   |  T h e  D o c trin e  o f  S a lv a tio n  
Q	  33.	  How	  do	  we	  take	  part	  in	  Christ’s	  redemption?	  
A.	  We	  take	  part	  in	  Christ’s	  redemption	  when	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  applies	  it	  to	  us.	  
[Scripture:	  John	  3:5-‐6;	  Titus	  3:5-‐6]	  
	  
Q	  34.	  How	  does	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  apply	  redemption	  to	  us?	  
A.	  The	  Holy	  Spirit	  applies	  redemption	  to	  us	  by	  uniting	  us	  to	  Christ	  by	  faith.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  John	  5:1;	  Philippians	  1:29;	  Ephesians	  2:8;	  Acts	  16:14;	  18:27;	  John	  3:8;	  6:64]	  
	  
Q	  35.	  What	  is	  faith	  in	  Jesus	  Christ?	  
A.	  Faith	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  is	  receiving	  and	  resting	  on	  him	  alone	  for	  salvation.	  
[Scripture:	  Galatians	  2:16;	  Romans	  3:21-‐25;	  Ephesians	  2:8-‐9;	  Hebrews	  10:39;	  John	  1:12]	  
	  
Q	  36.	  What	  benefits	  do	  we	  receive	  by	  faith	  in	  Jesus	  Christ?	  
A.	  We	  are	  justified,	  adopted,	  and	  sanctified	  by	  faith	  in	  Jesus	  Christ.	  
[Scripture:	  Romans	  8:30-‐32;	  Ephesians	  1:5;	  1	  Corinthians	  1:30]	  
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Q	  37.	  What	  is	  justification?	  
A.	  Justification	  is	  our	  declared	  righteousness	  before	  God.	  
[Scripture:	  2	  Corinthians	  5:21;	  Romans	  4:5;	  Romans	  3:22-‐26]	  
	  
Q	  38.	  What	  is	  adoption?	  
A.	  Adoption	  is	  God’s	  act	  of	  bringing	  believers	  into	  his	  family.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  John	  3:1;	  John	  1:12;	  Romans	  8:16-‐17;	  Galatians	  4:4-‐5]	  
	  
Q	  39.	  What	  is	  sanctification?	  
A.	  Sanctification	  is	  God’s	  act	  of	  making	  believers	  holy.	  
[Scripture:	  2	  Corinthians	  5:17;	  Ephesians	  4:23-‐24;	  Romans	  6:4,	  6,	  11,	  14]	  
	  
Q	  40.	  What	  happens	  to	  believers	  at	  death?	  
A.	  The	  souls	  of	  believers	  are	  made	  perfect	  and	  immediately	  enter	  God’s	  presence.	  
[Scripture:	  Hebrews	  12:23;	  Philippians	  1:23;	  2	  Corinthians	  5:8;	  Luke	  23:43;	  1	  
Thessalonians	  4:14;	  Isaiah	  57:2;	  Job	  19:26]	  
	  
Q	  41.	  What	  happens	  to	  non-‐believers	  at	  death?	  
A.	  The	  souls	  of	  non-‐believers	  will	  suffer	  the	  penalty	  of	  sin	  forever	  separated	  from	  God’s	  
presence	  in	  hell.	  
[Scripture:	  Luke	  16:22-‐24;	  Daniel	  12:2;	  John	  5:29;	  Revelation	  20:11-‐15]	  
	  
Q	  42.	  What	  is	  our	  only	  hope	  in	  life	  and	  death?	  
A.	  Our	  only	  hope	  in	  life	  and	  death	  is	  that	  we	  are	  not	  our	  own	  but	  belong	  to	  God	  in	  
Christ.	  
[Scripture:	  Romans	  14:7-‐8]	  
	  

P A R T  6  |  T h e  D o c trin e  o f  th e  C h u rc h  
Q	  43.	  What	  is	  the	  local	  church?	  
A.	  The	  local	  church	  is	  the	  gathering	  of	  believers	  in	  all	  places	  where	  the	  gospel	  is	  truly	  
preached.	  
[Scripture:	  Acts	  2:42;	  20:7;	  7:38;	  Ephesians	  4:11-‐12]	  
	  
Q	  44.	  What	  is	  the	  universal	  church?	  
A.	  The	  universal	  church	  is	  the	  whole	  number	  of	  God’s	  people	  from	  all	  times	  and	  places.	  
[Scripture:	  Ephesians	  1:10,	  22-‐23;	  John	  10:16;	  11:52]	  
	  
Q	  45.	  What	  is	  prayer?	  
A.	  Prayer	  is	  pouring	  out	  our	  hearts	  to	  God	  in	  praise,	  petition,	  confession	  of	  sin,	  and	  
thanksgiving.	  
[Scripture:	  Psalm	  62:8;	  1	  John	  5:14;	  Philippians	  4:6;	  John	  14:13-‐14]	  
	  



The Lighthouse Catechism 

                Mathew Gilbert © 2015 
 9 

Q	  46.	  What	  should	  we	  pray?	  
A.	  The	  whole	  Word	  of	  God	  directs	  us	  in	  what	  we	  should	  pray.	  
[Scripture:	  2	  Timothy	  3:16-‐17;	  Matthew	  6:9-‐13]	  
	  
Q	  47.	  What	  is	  Baptism?	  
A.	  Baptism	  is	  a	  command	  and	  picture	  of	  the	  gospel	  in	  which	  being	  dipped	  in	  water	  
shows	  we	  belong	  to	  Christ	  and	  his	  Church.	  
[Scripture:	  Matthew	  28:19;	  Romans	  6:3-‐5;	  Colossians	  2:12]	  
	  
Q	  48.	  Who	  should	  be	  baptized?	  
A.	  Only	  those	  who	  repent	  of	  their	  sin	  and	  trust	  Jesus	  alone	  for	  salvation	  should	  be	  
baptized.	  
[Scripture:	  Acts	  2:38;	  8:12,	  36;	  10:47-‐48;	  Matthew	  3:6;	  Mark	  16:16]	  
	  
Q	  49.	  What	  is	  the	  Lord’s	  Supper?	  
A.	  The	  Lord’s	  Supper	  is	  a	  command	  and	  picture	  of	  the	  gospel	  in	  which	  eating	  the	  bread	  
and	  drinking	  the	  cup	  show	  the	  death	  of	  Jesus.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  Corinthians	  11:23-‐26;	  10:16;	  Matthew	  26:26-‐28]	  
	  
Q	  50.	  Who	  should	  partake	  of	  the	  Lord’s	  Supper?	  
A.	  All	  Christians	  should	  partake	  of	  the	  Lord’s	  Supper	  after	  examining	  themselves.	  
[Scripture:	  1	  Corinthians	  5:8;	  11:27-‐31;	  2	  Corinthians	  13:5]
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THE SMALL GROUP GUIDES 

	  
On	  the	  following	  pages	  are	  individual	  small	  group	  guides	  coinciding	  with	  each	  catechism	  
question.	  These	  are	  best	  used	  in	  a	  small	  group	  setting	  in	  a	  children’s	  ministry.	  But	  they	  
may	  be	  used	  in	  the	  home	  as	  well.	  	  

	  
The	  primary	  goal	  in	  small	  groups	  for	  this	  catechism	  ministry	  is	  to	  aid	  in	  memorization	  of	  
each	  question	  and	  show	  the	  gospel	  from	  each	  doctrine.	  There	  are	  also	  discussion	  
questions	  that	  will	  help	  in	  application	  of	  each	  catechism	  question.	  	  
	  
Tribe	  Agenda	  
Each	  small	  group	  leader	  will	  find	  a	  basic	  guide	  for	  the	  flow	  of	  the	  small	  group	  time.	  
During	  small	  group	  we	  want	  to	  review	  past	  weeks’	  questions	  and	  answers	  to	  evaluate	  
who	  is	  memorizing	  each	  question	  and	  who	  needs	  a	  little	  more	  help	  or	  encouragement.	  
We	  want	  to	  discuss	  the	  question	  and	  answer	  for	  the	  week,	  memorize	  the	  answer	  for	  the	  
week,	  apply	  the	  gospel,	  and	  learn	  and	  pray	  for	  an	  unreached	  people	  group.	  	  
	  
Goal	  for	  the	  Night	  
Each	  small	  group	  guide	  includes	  a	  goal	  for	  the	  night.	  This	  goal	  should	  be	  at	  the	  forefront	  
of	  the	  small	  group	  leader’s	  mind	  as	  he	  or	  she	  prepares	  to	  teach.	  	  
	  
Key	  Verses	  
The	  verses	  included	  on	  each	  small	  group	  guide	  are	  where	  we	  derive	  the	  particular	  
doctrine	  from.	  These	  help	  provide	  a	  biblical	  basis	  for	  the	  doctrines	  being	  taught.	  
	  
Memorization	  
The	  most	  important	  aspect	  of	  the	  small	  group	  time	  is	  helping	  children	  memorize	  the	  
answer	  for	  the	  week.	  Practice	  with	  them.	  Break	  them	  up	  into	  smaller	  groups.	  Spend	  the	  
majority	  of	  the	  time	  helping	  them	  memorize	  the	  answer	  for	  the	  week.	  Use	  various	  
methods	  and	  techniques	  to	  aid	  in	  memorization.	  
	  
Discussion	  Questions	  
Included	  in	  the	  small	  group	  guide	  are	  application	  questions	  to	  help	  foster	  discussion	  
about	  the	  doctrine.	  The	  catechism	  questions	  aren’t	  just	  to	  pass	  along	  information.	  They	  
are	  to	  help	  encourage	  Spirit-‐led	  transformation.	  
	  
Gospel	  Connection	  
We	  need	  to	  remember	  that	  every	  page	  of	  Scripture	  and	  every	  piece	  of	  doctrine	  has	  
Christ	  as	  its	  center.	  Each	  small	  group	  guide	  will	  include	  a	  paragraph	  that	  explains	  how	  
the	  gospel	  connects	  to	  each	  catechism	  question.	  This	  assures	  that	  every	  week	  the	  
gospel	  will	  be	  proclaimed.
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Small Group Guide Week 1 
Q 1. What is the chief end of man? 

A. The chief end of man is to glorify God by enjoying him forever. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Discuss this week’s Q/A—Discussion Questions—Help memorize 
answer—(4) Read Unreached People Group information—(5) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate our greatest purpose in life is to glorify God or show the world 
how awesome he is. We do this best by taking pleasure in him. 
 
New Vocabulary 
Chief: Primary or most important 
End: Goal or purpose 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What does it mean to glorify God? 
a. Glorifying God is showing others how awesome he is. 

2. How does enjoying God make him look awesome? 
a. C.S. Lewis: “We delight to praise what we enjoy.”  

3. When should we glorify God? Only at church? Only when people are looking? 
a. Consider 1 Corinthians 10:31 
b. We should glorify God at all times in all things. 

4. How can you glorify God at church? At home? At school? 
a. Possible answers: Worship. Obeying parents. Loving classmates. 

5. Why is it good news that the primary way to glorify God is to enjoy him? 
a. Explain that even though things like money, popularity, friends, family, 

toys, games, etc. bring small joy, the joy they bring will fail. 
 
Gospel Connection 
Jesus is our only hope to glorify God by enjoying him forever, because only he perfectly 
did this. “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). Jesus glorified God in our place and died for all of our 
self-glorifying. In him we can enjoy God and glorify him forever.
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Small Group Guide Week 2 
Q 2. What teaches us how we should glorify God by enjoying him forever? 

A. The Word of God alone teaches us how we should glorify God by enjoying him 
forever. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite last week’s Q/A—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) 
Discussion Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the supremacy and sufficiency of the Bible and how it is our 
guide for knowing how to glorify and enjoy God. 
 
Key Verses 
2 Timothy 3:16-17; Galatians 1:8-9; Hebrews 1:1-3; John 1:1 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why is it important that we know how to glorify God by enjoying him? 
a. Because glorifying God by enjoying him is our primary purpose in life. 

2. Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17. How does this passage show us that the Word of God 
is the only rule to teach us how we may glorify God by enjoying him forever? 

3. Read Galatians 1:8-9. Observe the seriousness of abandoning the Word of God. 
How should we view and approach the Word of God? 

a. We should approach the Word of God humbly, respectfully, and 
obediently. We can only truly know God through his Word. 

4. What are some things we might be tempted to listen to other than the Word of 
God to learn how to live? (TV, friends, celebrities, athletes, family, etc.) 

 
Gospel Connection 
Jesus is the ultimate Word of God who took on flesh (John 1:1, 14). When Jesus lived on 
earth he fully relied upon the Word of God in all that he did. Jesus perfectly glorified God 
by enjoying him through never disobeying the Word of God. Because of his full reliance 
on the Word of God in our place and his death for all of our disobedience of the Word of 
God, we stand innocent before God by faith and can grow in the knowledge of and love 
for the Word of God, so that we may glorify God by enjoying him forever.
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Small Group Guide Week 3 
Q 3. What is the Word of God? 

A. The Word of God is the Bible, made up of the Old and New Testaments, and 
inspired by God. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the nature and content of the Bible as we look at its origin, 
makeup, and purpose. 
 
Key Verses 
2 Peter 1:21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Isaiah 8:20; Matthew 5:17-18; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 
Psalm 19:7-8 
 
New Vocabulary 
Inspired: the Bible is breathed out by God. “Where the Bible speaks, God speaks.” 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Can you think of any other words for the “Bible?” 
2. Open the Bible to the table of contents and look with your tribe at the division of 

the Bible between the Old and New Testaments. 
3. Count the number of books in the Old Testament (39) and New Testament (27). 
4. Explain the OT is the word of God before Jesus was born and the NT is the word 

of God after Jesus was born. 
5. Read 2 Peter 1:21. How did we get the Bible, and how is it powerful? 
6. What are some words you can think of that describe the Bible? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Although the OT is God’s word before the birth of Christ and the NT is God’s word after 
the birth of Christ, all of the Bible is about Jesus. Every page in the Bible points to Jesus. 
The OT anticipates and foreshadows Jesus. The NT reveals and explains Jesus. Look for 
Jesus on every page of the Bible. You will see him and his gospel message.
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Small Group Guide Week 4 

Q 4. What does the Bible mainly teach? 
A. The Bible mainly teaches what man must believe about God and what God 

requires of man. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the basic purpose and message of the Bible. God had to reveal 
himself to us or we could never know him. 
 
Key Verses 
Micah 6:8; John 20:31; 1 Corinthians 2:7-12; Romans 10:7; Hebrews 11:6 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Can you think of an example in the Bible of something that teaches us what we 
must believe about God? 

2. Can you think of an example in the Bible of something that teaches us what God 
requires of us? 

3. What are some of the most important things we must believe about God? 
4. What are some of the most important things God requires of us? 
5. Why can we trust what the Bible teaches about God is true? 
6. If someone told you something about God, but you were not sure it was true, what 

could you do to see if it is true or not? 
 
Gospel Connection 
In order for us to know God and ourselves, God must act. It is impossible for us to know 
anything about God unless he tells us about himself. The Bible is the main way God tells 
us about himself. When we read the Bible we learn what God is like and what he 
demands from us. The Bible is our only source for knowing God. But God revealed 
himself to us in another way, too. Jesus is God in the flesh. He is the perfect image of 
God and shows us exactly what God is like, because he is God. God not only revealed 
himself through Jesus, but he saved his people through Jesus.
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Small Group Guide Week 5 

Q 5. Who is the first and best of beings? 
A. God is the first and best of beings. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the surpassing worth of God. He is worthy of our fullest desire. 
Our desire for God should surpass desires for other things, because God is greater than all 
other things. 
 
Key Verses 
Isaiah 44:6; Psalm 8:1; 96:4; 97:9; 1 Samuel 2:2 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. What does a team that finishes first and is the best deserve? (Supreme praise) So, 

since God is the first and best of all beings, what does he deserve? 
2. God is the first being (nothing comes before him). This means he needs nothing from 

us. How does this help you when bad things happen to you? (We can trust him to be 
constant when everything goes wrong.) 

3. God is the best being; no one compares to him. How does this make you feel about 
God? Why then is it worth it to give your life to him? (He will always satisfy you) 

4. What makes God so different from us? (There are many answers, but focus on the 
fact that we are created, and God was not created) 

5. How amazing is it that nothing comes before God and that no one is greater than 
God? 

 
Gospel Connection 
The Bible says Jesus is “before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Col. 
1:17). When we sin, we treat other people and things like they are first and best. Our sin 
separates us from God. God brings sinners back to himself through the life, death, and 
resurrection of his Son, Jesus. We can only worship, live with, and enjoy the first and 
best of beings by faith in the one who died to bring us home to him.
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Small Group Guide Week 6 

Q 6. Who is God? 
A. God is a personal spirit who is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the glory of God’s holiness, which means otherness. Unlike us, 
God is a spirit, he has no limits, he has no beginning or end, and he never changes. 
 
Key Verses 
John 4:24; Psalm 89:14; 90:2; 147:5; James 1:17; Revelation 4:8; Exodus 34:6-7  
 
New Vocabulary 
Spirit: God does not have a body   Infinite: God has no limits 
Eternal: God has no beginning or end  Unchangeable: God doesn’t change 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. What are some ways that we are not like God? 
2. Why is it encouraging that there are no limits on or changes to God’s holiness, love, 

grace, wisdom, and power? 
3. God has infinite knowledge and holiness. This means he knows all things and sees all 

things. Does God ever overlook sin? How should you live knowing that God hates sin 
and sees all sin? 

4. What does our lesson today about God teach us about worry and fear? 
 
Gospel Connection 
God is infinite in his holiness and justice. This means he does not sin, he hates sin, and he 
does not overlook our sin. God judges all sin. God is also infinite in love and grace. This 
means he provides the way for salvation from the judgment of our sin. God’s infinite love 
and grace sent Jesus to bear the infinite judgment of God in our place. God judges all sin 
either in the cross or in hell.
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Small Group Guide Week 7 

Q 7. Is there more than one God? 
A. There is only one true and living God. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the exclusivity and oneness of God. There is only one God and 
only one way to know him. He reigns supreme over all things and people.  
 
Key Verses 
Deuteronomy 6:4; Jeremiah 10:10; Psalm 96:4-5 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. There is only one God and he is alive and true. How should this impact the way we 

pray? 
2.  Why does it matter to know that there is only one living and true God? 
3. Why does God have the right to require obedience and be in charge of the universe? 
4. When people from other religions pray to and worship their gods, are they worshiping 

the one true and living God? How does this make you feel? What should Christians 
do about this? 

5. Since there is only one God, there is only one way to get to him. What is the only way 
to get to God? What does that mean for people who have never believed in Jesus? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6). There is only one true and living God. This God has chosen a 
people for himself, and the only way into his presence is through repentance and faith in 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Is there more than one God? No. There is 
only one God. And there is only one way to come to him—through the blood of Jesus 
Christ.
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Small Group Guide Week 8 

Q 8. How many persons are in the one God? 
A. There are three persons in the one true and living God: the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the mystery and glory of the Trinity and how each person of 
the Trinity is actively and cooperatively involved in the salvation of sinners.  
 
Key Verses 
1 Corinthians 2:11; 8:6; John 1:1; 10:30; 14:9; 20:28; Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19; Acts 5:3-
4; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:3 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. Name some things God the Father does. [creates; planned salvation; etc.] 
2. Name some things God the Son does. [came from heaven to earth; lived a perfect life; 

died in place of sinners; rose from the dead] 
3. Name some things God the Holy Spirit does. [gives new life to people; guided men to 

write the Bible; lives in the hearts of believers; gifts believers] 
4. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit live in perfect harmony and they live according to 

proper lines of authority. The Father has highest authority, the Son submits to the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit submits to the Father and the Son. What can this teach us 
about how we live with our parents and teachers? 

 
Gospel Connection 
God saves sinners. Each person of the Trinity is involved in salvation. The Father 
planned to and sent Jesus to save us. The Son came to earth to become a man and live a 
perfect life and die on the cross for sinners. The Holy Spirit gives us new hearts so we are 
able to believe in Jesus and be saved. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit each play different 
roles, and work together for the salvation of sinners. Each person in the Trinity is totally 
committed to saving you.
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Small Group Guide Week 9 

Q 9. What are the decrees of God? 
A. The decrees of God are his eternal plans for everything that happens. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate because of who God is he has the right to rule his world in any 
way he pleases. Nothing that happens in the course of history is outside of God’s control. 
We want the kids to see that even when the world is in chaos, God is in control. 
 
Key Verses 
Ephesians 1:11; Romans 11:36; Daniel 4:35; Isaiah 46:10; Psalm 115:3; Amos 3:6 
 
New Vocabulary 
Decrees: God’s plans or orders. God’s plans always happen. 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. Have you ever made plans to do something and then didn’t do what you planned? 
2. Is it right for God to plan all things? Why? 
3. Do you think it is good news that God plans all things? Why? 
4. How should we respond to the fact that God plans all things? 
5. How does this truth (that God plans all things) make you think about the future? 
6. Tough Question: Read Isaiah 45:6-7. How does it make you feel that God plans not 

only good things, but bad things as well? God plans both good and bad things, but 
there is only good in God and no bad. You can be secure in the fact that an all-loving 
and merciful God is in control of even the worst things that could happen to you. 

Gospel Connection 
God plans all things according to his perfect desires and for his glory (Eph. 1:11). The 
greatest thing God planned was the death of his Son for sinners. Peter tells us that Jesus 
was “delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). 
Even in something as horrible as the death of Jesus, God’s decrees are fulfilled for his 
glory and the joy of his people. God’s plans always happen!
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Small Group Guide Week 10 

Q 10. How does God carry out his decrees? 
A. God carries out his decrees through creation and providence. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate God always does what he plans. Nothing can stop his plans. 
God carries out his plans through creation and guiding history to fulfill his purposes. 
 
Key Verses 
Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11; Matthew 5:45; 6:26; Acts 14:17; Proverbs 16:9, 33 
 
New Vocabulary 
Providence: God provides for all he plans. God controls the universe and everyone in it. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. God planned that some animals would only hunt at night. How did God carry out 
this plan?  

2. Do you find comfort in the fact that nothing can stop God’s plans from 
happening? Why or why not? 

3. How is God different from us in this way? 
a. We can’t cause our plans to happen. 

4. God always provides for his plans. Discuss how Christians do not have to worry 
about anything because God has planned all things for his glory and our good, and 
is constantly working to provide for his plans. 

5. Can you think of an example from the Bible of how God provided for something 
he planned? 

Gospel Connection 
God plans all things according to his perfect desires and for his glory (Eph. 1:11). The 
greatest thing God planned was the death of his Son for sinners. Peter tells us that Jesus 
was “delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). 
Even in something as horrible as the death of Jesus, God’s decrees are fulfilled for his 
glory and the joy of his people. God’s plans always happen!
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Small Group Guide Week 11 

Q 11. What is creation? 
A. Creation is God’s making everything out of nothing by his powerful Word and it 

was all very good. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate three things about creation. First, God made everything out of 
nothing. Second, God created by speaking and through the Son. Third, everything God 
created was very good. 
 
Key Verses 
Genesis 1:1, 31; Hebrews 11:3; Exodus 20:11; Romans 4:17 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. God created everything in six days. Make a list (either on the white board or just 
mentally) of the things God created each day. 

2. People create things every day. Your mom may make dinner. You may draw a 
picture, create a new game at recess, or make music. But how is God’s creation 
different from our creations? 

3. Read Hebrews 11:3. Why do you think the author said we must accept the truth 
that God created everything out of nothing “by faith?” 

4. Some of our creations are good. Others are not. What about God’s creation? 
5. In Romans 1:19-20, we see how there is a kind of knowledge of God that comes 

to unbelievers through creation. How can we use creation to talk about God with 
our friends? 

 
Gospel Connection 
God the Father created everything through God the Son (John 1:3; Col. 1:16; 1 Cor. 8:6). 
After God created everything, the first people sinned against him. From that point, God’s 
creation was messed up. Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God is 
restoring his creation that was broken by sin. Salvation is a recreation. And just as God’s 
creation of the world was through the Son, so his recreation in salvation is through the 
Son. Broken sinners like you and me are made new when we repent of our sin and 
believe in Jesus.
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Small Group Guide Week 12 

Q 12. What is providence? 
A. Providence is God’s holy, wise, and powerful work to care for and rule his 

creatures. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate God’s lordship over his creation. Everything in creation 
belongs to God. God provides for all he plans. 
 
Key Verses 
Nehemiah 9:6; Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3; Psalm 103:19; Matthew 10:29-30 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. The word providence sounds a lot like the word provide. How does God provide 
for you? 

2. Providence is the way God makes his plans happen. So, he planned that Jesus 
would die for sinners. What are some ways he made this happen? 

3. We make plans and try to make them happen all the time. But we fail. Can you 
think of a time when you made a plan, but then made a mistake in trying to make 
it happen? 

4. God never makes mistakes in making his plans happen. God provides for all he 
plans. 

5. Whenever anything happens in your life it is due to God’s providence. Read and 
Discuss Proverbs 16:9 

6. When something strange happens for our good we usually say, “Wow! We are 
lucky!” But luck doesn’t rule the world. God does. Talk about a time when you 
felt lucky. If it wasn’t luck that caused that strange thing to happen, then what 
did? 

 
Gospel Connection 
God plans everything that happens in the world. And God always provides for his plans. 
Nothing that ever happens in the world—good or bad—is outside of God’s plans and 
providence. In his providence, God provided for our salvation by sending his Son to die 
in our place at just the right time. We can fully trust God because his plans and 
providence are holy, wise, and powerful.
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Small Group Guide Week 13 

Q 13. How did God create people? 
A. God created people, male and female, in his own image. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate when God created people it was unlike any other part of his 
creation. We want to show that this truth means each of us are valuable and have a duty 
to properly “image” or reflect God. 
 
Key Verses 
Genesis 1:27-28; Colossians 3:10; Ephesians 4:24 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Read Genesis 1:26-27. How is God’s creation of people different than his 
creation of anything else? Is it more or less special? 

2.  An image is meant to represent something. Show the class the picture. A picture 
or image shows us what the real thing is like. People are kind of like pictures of 
God; not in the way we look, but in what we do. What are some ways that we can 
show what God is like? 

3. But what happens when a picture or mirror breaks? The picture doesn’t look like 
the real thing anymore. What broke the image of God? 

4. Because of sin, we are broken images of God. What are some ways that show our 
brokenness? 

5. Who is the perfect, unbroken image of God? If time allows, Read 2 Corinthians 
4:4 and Colossians 1:15 
 

Gospel Connection 
All people are created in the image of God. Adam and Eve were supposed to be perfect 
images of God. When sin entered the world, that image was broken. All people in the 
history of the world are broken images of God. In order for that image to be put back 
together, someone had to not be broken by sin. Jesus lived his life as the perfect and 
unbroken image of God (2 Cor. 4:4). Only through repentance and faith in his perfect life, 
death, and resurrection can our image be put back together.
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Small Group Guide Week 14 

Q 14. Why did God create people? 
A. God created people to know him, love him, and glorify him. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the purpose in God’s creation of man is primarily for his glory 
and our joy in him. 
 
Key Verses 
Isaiah 43:7; Genesis 1:27 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why does your mom make meals for you to eat? Why do companies make cars? 
Why do governments make laws? Moms and companies and governments make 
these things because we need them. 

2. Did God make us because he needs us? Why doesn’t God need us? 
3. How can we know God more? 
4. How can we love God more? 
5. To glorify God means to show the world how awesome he is. What can we do to 

show that God is awesome? 
6. Can you think of examples how you fail to know, love, and glorify God? 
7. If we failed to do what God created us for, then how did Jesus do what we failed 

to do? 
 
Gospel Connection 
God created us for a purpose. We are not here by accident. He created us for his glory 
and our joy in him. We find joy in him by knowing and loving him. We are only able to 
know and love God when he knows and loves us first. The bad news is that we fail to 
know God—we are blind. We fail to love God—we are dead. And we fail to glorify 
God—we are idolaters. The good news of the gospel is that even though we sinned 
against God, he loved us anyway and sent Jesus to fulfill the purpose we were created for.
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Small Group Guide Week 15 

Q 15. How can we glorify God? 
A. We glorify God by enjoying him, loving him, and obeying his commands. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the three primary ways we reflect God’s glory in our lives to 
the world. 
 
Key Verses 
Deuteronomy 11:1; Matthew 22:37-40 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have the kids share their favorite toy/game/activity. How could you prove to me 
that this toy/game/activity is awesome? 

2. What does enjoying God have to do with showing the world God is awesome? 
3. How would loving God show the world that God is awesome? 
4. Why do you think the two greatest commands are to love God with all you are 

and love your neighbor as yourself? 
5. Why would obeying God’s commands show the world God is awesome? 
6. If someone looked at how you live your life, what would they say is the most 

important thing? 
7. How did Jesus glorify God in his life? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Glorifying God is all about seeing him as more valuable than anything else and treasuring 
him above everything else. God is glorified in you when he is your greatest treasure. If 
you look into a telescope, it will show you more closely how big the planets really are. 
Glorifying God means being a telescope for others to look through so they may see how 
big God really is. God looks big in your life when you find more joy in him than anything 
else, when you love him more than anything else, and when you would rather obey him 
than sin against him. Only Jesus perfectly glorified God. Through his death on the cross 
we find forgiveness for all the times we don’t enjoy, love, and obey God. 
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Small Group Guide Week 16 

Q 16. What does the law of God require? 
A. The law of God requires personal and perfect obedience. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that because God is infinitely holy, he requires obedience to his 
law that is perfect (no sin) and personal (your parents’ obedience doesn’t count as yours). 
 
Key Verses 
Matthew 22:37-40; Leviticus 19:2 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think God requires perfect obedience to his law? 
a. Possible answer: God is holy. In Leviticus 19:2, God declares, “You shall 

be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” 
2. Read Matthew 22:37-40. Which two commands of God sum up the whole law? 

a. Love God will all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. 

3. Is it okay to only obey parts of God’s law that you like? 
4. If your parents obey God’s law, is enough for you? 

a. Possible answers: No. God requires personal obedience to his law. 
5. How does loving God with all that we are lead us to obey him? 
6. How is it possible for Christians to obey God? 

a. The Holy Spirit enables Christians to obey God. 
7. Does obedience to God lead to salvation? 

a. No. Salvation by grace leads to obedience to God. 
 

Gospel Connection 
God requires personal and perfect obedience from people. God made an agreement with 
his people that if they obeyed his law, they would be his people and he would be their 
God (Ex. 6:7). However, like us, they failed to perfectly obey his law. But God promised 
that he would send his Spirit to write his law on his people’s hearts. Jesus personally and 
perfectly obeyed God in all that he did. He then died to bear the punishment for all of 
your disobedience. By faith in Jesus, his perfect obedience is counted as yours while the 
Spirit gives you the power to love and obey God.
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Small Group Guide Week 17 

Q 17. Can anyone keep the law of God perfectly? 
A. Since the fall, all humans are born in sin and unable to keep the law of God 

perfectly. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that all people, no matter who they are or where they come 
from, are not able to perfectly keep God’s law. This was the result of the fall of man. We 
want to emphasize our inability to obey God, which makes earning salvation impossible. 
 
Key Verses 
Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:10-12, 23 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Read Romans 3:23. Based on this verse, are only certain kinds of people sinners? 
2. The Bible tells us that we are unable to keep God’s law perfectly. How have you 

experienced this in your life? 
3. There are 613 commandments in the first five books of the Bible alone, but all of 

them are summed up in the command to love God and love others. How does it 
make you feel that you cannot even perfectly obey two simple laws? 

4. Read Romans 3:10-12. Is there any hope in trying to be a better person if it is 
true that we cannot keep God’s law perfectly? 

5. What about pastors or men in the Bible like Abraham, Moses, David, John or 
Paul? Can they or did they keep the law of God perfectly? 

6. Why are we unable to keep the law of God perfectly? 
7. Since none of us can keep God’s law perfectly, should we think we are better than 

or look down on other people? 
Gospel Connection 
While Adam and Eve were created in perfection, able to keep the law, everyone born 
after their sin is unable to obey God’s law perfectly. Our sin is so deep in our hearts that 
we are not able to keep God’s law perfectly. Because of this, all of us deserve 
punishment. But praise God that salvation does not come through obedience to the law 
(Rom. 3:19-20)! Jesus kept the law perfectly for us! Then he died to bear the punishment 
of our sin. Jesus took our place and salvation comes only through the perfect work of his 
life and death.
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Small Group Guide Week 18 

Q 18. Since no one can keep the law, what is its purpose? 
A. The purpose of the law is to show us our need of a Savior. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the role of the Law in our lives, namely that it reveals to us our 
constant failure and need to be rescued by a Savior. The law leads us to the gospel. 
 
Key Verse 
Romans 3:20 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What was the hardest test you have ever taken in school? 
2. What if you had to take that test every day at school? Would you want to go to 

school? Why not? 
3. If you knew you would fail that test every single day no matter what, what would 

you want to ask the teacher? 
4. The law causes us to look for a Savior. How does it do this? 
5. Can you think of an example of how failing to obey God showed you how you 

need a Savior? 
 
Gospel Connection 
The Law of God in the Old Testament is like a really hard test that we fail over and over 
again. No matter how hard you try, you will always fail to perfectly obey God’s law. But 
we need the law to show us how much we need a Savior. When we see what God expects 
of us, we can see how much we need Jesus. You see, Jesus perfectly obeyed God’s law. 
He followed every rule. He did what you and I fail to do. Then he died to take the 
punishment you and I deserve for not obeying God’s law. The law of God leads us by the 
hand into the arms of this gospel message.
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Small Group Guide Week 19 

Q 19. Did Adam and Eve remain perfect as they were created? 
A. Adam and Eve fell from perfection by sinning against God. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that our first parents, Adam and Eve, were created without sin, 
but fell from this condition by sinning against God. This is why we call the first sin “the 
Fall.” By abandoning this condition, Adam and Eve lost all of the benefits of perfection. 
 
Key Verses 
Genesis 3:6, 12-13 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What does it mean that Adam and Eve were perfect when they were created? 
2. When Adam and Eve sinned against God, how did it change them? 
3. Did Satan make Adam and Eve sin against God? 

a. No. Satan tempted Adam and Eve, but they had the ability to resist. 
4. How did the relationship between God and man change because of the Fall? 
5. The relationship between Adam and Eve was perfect before the Fall. How did this 

change after the Fall? How do we still see this today? 
a. Possible answer: Our relationships today with one another are broken 

because of the Fall. 
6. Did Adam and Eve have sinful hearts before the Fall? 
7. After the Fall, were Adam and Eve able not to sin?  

 
Gospel Connection 
When God created Adam and Eve, he created them with perfect hearts. They were 
created to glorify God and they had the ability to perfectly do that. Instead, they chose to 
use their God-given abilities to sin against Him. The perfection they once enjoyed was 
gone, and they could do nothing to regain it. But God promised to send a Savior who 
would not Fall from perfection by sinning against Him, but perfectly obeyed God and 
died to bear His wrath against all of your imperfection. By believing in Jesus and what he 
did for sinners, you will one day fully enjoy the blessing of perfection in God’s presence.
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Small Group Guide Week 20 

Q 20. What is sin? 
A. Sin is any desire or action that comes from a heart of unbelief. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that sin flows from our hearts and how we sin in our desires 
and attitudes, not just our actions. 
 
Key Verses 
1 John 3:4; Romans 5:13; 14:23; 1 Peter 1:16; Matthew 5:48; 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Sin is deceptive. Can you think of a time when you felt deceived or tricked into 
sin?  

2. Think about the number of times that you have sinned today. Is it easy to fall into 
sin? 

3. Does sin begin with an action or a desire? 
a. A desire. Sin begins in the heart, which is why we need our hearts to be 

changed. 
4. Who do we primarily sin against? 

a. God. 
5. Read Romans 14:23. Is it possible to sin even when we are doing “good” things? 

a. Doing good things for your own praise and not the praise of God is sin. 
Anything not done in faith is sin. 

6. Read 1 John 3:4. Since Jesus never sinned and died for sinners, should it be 
normal for Christians to live in sin? 
 

Gospel Connection 
Sin is any desire or action that breaks a commandment of God or comes from a heart of 
unbelief. However, in Jesus’ life he never sinned. This means he didn’t have one thought 
or attitude or desire or action that broke a commandment of God or came from a heart of 
unbelief. Jesus never failed to glorify God. Never! This is unbelievably good news for 
sinners. Because Jesus never sinned, his sacrifice for us is acceptable to God. Only by 
faith in Jesus, the one who never sinned, can your sin be forgiven.
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Small Group Guide Week 21 

Q 21. Did all mankind fall with Adam in his first sin? 
A. All mankind fell with Adam in his first sin. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that Adam is our representative in the flesh. We inherited his 
guilt. Likewise, we want to communicate that Jesus is also the representative for all who 
believe in him. By faith we inherit his righteousness.  
 
Key Verses 
Romans 5:12, 18-19; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. We all inherit things from our parents and grandparents. Can you think of some 
things that you inherited from your ancestors? 

a. Skin color, eye color/shape, hair color, height, talents, desires, etc.  
2. When Adam went bad, we all went bad. Do you think it is fair that all people are 

guilty because of Adam’s sin? 
3. Read 1 Corinthians 15:21-22. What happens to people who remain in Adam or 

united to Adam? What happens to people who are in Christ or united to Christ? 
4. We sin because Adam sinned. Our lives look like Adam’s life of sin because we 

are one with him from birth. When you believe in Jesus, you become one with 
him. How should this change your life? 

a. Answer: Your life should look more like Jesus’ life because you are one 
with him. 

 
Gospel Connection 
When Adam sinned, we all sinned with him. This means that everyone born after Adam 
is guilty before God because Adam was guilty. We inherited Adam’s sin and guilt. Adam 
is our representative in sin. But the good news of the gospel is that Jesus came to be our 
representative in holiness. He did what Adam failed to do; he perfectly obeyed God. Then 
Jesus took our guilt on himself by dying in our place. By trusting Jesus, we inherit Jesus’ 
righteousness and innocence. By faith, we are innocent and in a right relationship with 
God because Jesus is our representative. Jesus came to do what Adam failed to do.
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Small Group Guide Week 22 

Q 22. What are the consequences of the fall of man? 
A. Because of the fall, all people are under the wrath and curse of God. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that because of Adam’s sin (and our own sin) there are serious 
and eternal consequences. Unless God intervenes, we remain under his wrath.  
 
Key Verses 
Romans 6:23; Genesis 3:24; Galatians 3:10; John 3:36 
 
New Vocabulary 
God’s wrath: The righteous anger of God against sin and sinners. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why is God’s punishment for sin so extreme? 
a. Answer: The punishment for sin is so great because God is so great. 

2. Read Romans 6:23. What does every sinner deserve? 
3. Could God save sinners by simply overlooking their sin? In other words, can God 

forgive sin without punishment or consequences? 
a. Answer: No. God’s holiness and justice demand punishment and 

consequences. Either God will punish the sinner with eternal death in hell 
or he will punish Jesus on the cross in the place of the sinner. 

4. Why do people sin so much all the time? 
a. Answer: Part of the curse means everyone is born with a sinful nature. 

5. How is God’s anger (wrath) different from your anger? 
a. Our anger is often selfish. God’s anger is always holy. 

6. Read Psalm 4:4 (Eph. 4:26). Is it possible to be angry without sinning? 
 
Gospel Connection 
When Adam sinned, we all sinned with him. This means that everyone born after Adam 
is guilty before God because Adam was guilty. We inherited Adam’s sin and guilt. Adam 
is our representative in sin. But the good news of the gospel is that Jesus came to be our 
representative in holiness. He did what Adam failed to do; he perfectly obeyed God. Then 
Jesus took our guilt on himself by dying in our place. By trusting Jesus, we inherit Jesus’ 
righteousness and innocence. By faith, we are innocent and in a right relationship with 
God because Jesus is our representative. Jesus came to do what Adam failed to do.
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Small Group Guide Week 23 

Q 23. Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought back into God’s favor? 
A. God reconciles us to himself by a Redeemer. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that in spite of our dreadful condition of sin and death, God 
sent a redeemer to reconcile us to himself. We deserve punishment, but God sent a 
redeemer to rescue us. 
 
Key Verses 
Isaiah 53:6, 10-11; 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever received a gift that you did not deserve? If so, how did it make you 
think about the person who gave you the undeserved gift? 

2. Have you ever tried to escape punishment from your parents? Was it right for you 
to do this? If it is wrong for you to try to get out of punishment, how is it right for 
God to give us a way of escape from punishment? 

3. Do you think you deserve punishment from God? Why? 
4. Do you think God had to send a redeemer to save us from the punishment of sin? 
5. If there is a way to escape punishment from God, how should this change the way 

we live every day? 
 
Gospel Connection 
Because of the fall of man, we all stand guilty of sin before God. God would have been 
perfectly just to leave us under his holy judgment, but instead he set in motion a plan of 
redemption to save his people from sin and judgment. He did this by sending the only 
redeemer who would live the life we cannot live, die the death we deserve, and be raised 
to life in power over sin and death.
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Small Group Guide Week 24 

Q 24. Who is the Redeemer of God’s people? 
A. The only redeemer of God’s people is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that Jesus is the only way to God. God saves sinners only 
through the person and work of Jesus. 
 
Key Verses 
1 Timothy 2:5-6; John 14:6 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Can you think of a way someone may think could get them to God? In other 
words, what are some ways people try to get eternal life? 

2. Read John 14:6. What point is Jesus making in this passage? 
3. Can a person who has never heard of Jesus be saved in a different way? 
4. Do you think there are different ways for different people to have eternal life? For 

example, do people in different countries or different religions get eternal life 
through their own gods? 

5. If trusting Jesus is the only way to be saved, what does that make you think about 
sharing the gospel with your friends? What does it make you think about praying 
for your unreached people group? 

 
Gospel Connection 
All people are guilty before a holy God because of sin. Our sin has separated us from 
God. But God made a way for sinners to be saved. He chose a people for himself and sent 
a Redeemer to save them by living the life they could not live, dying the death they 
deserved, and rising from the dead in victory over sin and death. The only one who can 
save sinners and the only one who does save sinners is the Lord Jesus Christ. Only 
through his blood can you be made right with God. Only by trusting in Jesus will you 
receive eternal life.
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Small Group Guide Week 25 

Q 25. Who is the Lord Jesus Christ? 
A. The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who became human to bear the 

penalty of sin. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that Jesus Christ did not begin to exist when he was born to 
Mary. Jesus is the eternal Son of God who took on flesh to saves sinners. 
 
Key Verses 
John 1:14; Galatians 4:4-5; Romans 8:3; Philippians 2:5-8 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Did Jesus Christ begin to exist when he was born in Bethlehem? 
a. No, Jesus Christ is God the Son, the eternal second person of the Trinity. 

2. In other religions, people have to do a lot of things in order to get to God. How is 
Christianity different? 

a. In Christianity, people don’t go to God. God comes to us. 
3. Jesus left the glory of heaven to come to a fallen world to save sinners. How does 

this make you feel about his love for you? 
4. Jesus humbled himself in coming to earth as a man to save sinners like you. Are 

you willing to humble yourself for the salvation of others? 
a. Discuss things like not being so easily offended when friends sin against 

us. Discuss the importance of loving others even when it is hard. 
5. What makes Jesus unique compared to other religious leaders? 
6. Read 1 John 4:2. How important is it to believe that Jesus was sent from God to 

become a man? 
 
Gospel Connection 
Almost everyone in the world that knows anything about Jesus agrees that he was a good 
man. He is admired and loved by many because of his compassion, mercy, and love. 
However, the Bible teaches us that Jesus is much more than just a good man. He is the 
eternal Son of God. He has always been and always will be. Despite our sin against him, 
he left the glory of heaven to come to us to bear the penalty for our sin by suffering the 
pain of the cross so that those who believe in him will be with God.
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Small Group Guide Week 26 

Q 26. How can Jesus Christ bear the penalty of sin? 
A. Jesus Christ can bear the penalty of sin because he is fully God and fully man. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that in order for Jesus Christ to be the redeemer that we need, 
he had to be fully God and fully man. 
 
Key Verses 
Philippians 2:5-11; 2 John 1:7; John 1:1 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What are some ways that Jesus showed that he was fully human? 
2. What are some ways that Jesus showed that he was fully God? 
3. Have individual kids look up the following verses and determine whether it shows 

Jesus’ human nature (fully human) or divine nature (fully God). 
a. Matt. 4:2 (human); John 11:35 (human); Luke 12:50 (human) 
b. Col. 1:19 (divine); Matt. 8:26-27 (divine); Matt. 14:19 (divine);  

4. How does the fact that Jesus was fully human make our prayers more personal? 
a. Check out Hebrews 2:18 for an answer. 

5. What do we mean when we say that Jesus has two natures in one person? 
6. It is often said of Jesus, “Remaining what he was, he became what he was not.” 

What does this statement mean? 
 
Gospel Connection 
When Jesus came to earth to live as a man, he did so in a way totally unlike any other 
man. We have only one nature, a human nature. Jesus has both a human nature and a 
divine nature. This means he is 100% man and 100% God. As a man, Jesus experienced 
everything that we do as humans, yet he did not sin. As God, Jesus was able to bear the 
wrath of God and satisfy his justice. It is because he is both God and man that Jesus is 
able to save us from our sin. Jesus will remain fully God and fully man, yet one person, 
forever.
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Small Group Guide Week 27 

Q 27. Why do we need Jesus Christ to be fully God? 
A. We need Jesus Christ to be fully God because only God can bear the penalty of 

sin and forgive sinners. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that the deity of Jesus is absolutely crucial to our salvation.  
 
Key Verses 
John 1:1; 8:58 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. There are many titles or names given to Jesus that show he is fully God. Using 
these passages, see how many you can find. 

a. Mark 1:1; Luke 2:111; Colossians 2:9; Revelation 21:6 
2. In Matthew 4, Satan questions Jesus’ deity. Satan still tempts people to doubt and 

deny Jesus’ deity. Why do you think he does this?  
a. Because Jesus’ deity is crucial to his defeat. 

3. How does Jesus’ deity give us more intimate access to God? 
a. Because Jesus is fully God, his work on our behalf brings us into the 

relationship he shares with the Father and Holy Spirit. 
4. If Jesus was not fully God, do you think he would have been able to save us from 

our sin or forgive our sins? 
a. No. Only God can save, and only God can forgive sin. 

 
Gospel Connection 
In order for sinners like you and me to be forgiven and live with God forever, God must 
save us. We cannot experience forgiveness unless God is the one to earn and give 
forgiveness for us. If Jesus is not fully God, we have no salvation and his death on the 
cross would mean nothing. But because Jesus is fully God, he is able to bear the wrath of 
his Father so that sinners will not have to.

                                                
1 The word “Lord” in the New Testament is the OT equivalent of Yahweh, or “I AM” 
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Small Group Guide Week 28 

Q 28. Why do we need Jesus Christ to be fully man? 
A. We need Jesus Christ to be fully man because man must pay the penalty of sin. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that the humanity of Jesus is absolutely crucial to our salvation. 
Jesus cannot save us unless he is fully man.  
 
Key Verses 
Hebrews 2:17; 4:15 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. The author of Hebrews says Jesus “had to be made like his brothers in every 
respect” (Heb. 2:17). In what ways did Jesus become like us? 

2. Is there anything about us that is different from Jesus? 
a. Jesus was like us in every way, except he did not sin. 

3. Can you think of the two things Jesus must do in the flesh in order to save us? 
a. Live a perfect life. Die a sacrificial death. 

4. Read Hebrews 2:18 and 4:15-16. How does the fact that Jesus is fully man help us 
face temptation?   

 
Gospel Connection 
God requires that people perfectly obey him. We have all failed to perfectly obey God, 
and we deserve the punishment of sin, which is death. In order for Jesus to save us from 
the guilt and power of sin and death, Jesus must perfectly obey God and die to take the 
penalty of sin on himself in our place. The only way he can do this is by becoming a man. 
Because Jesus is fully man, he can stand in our place as the perfect obedient Son, and the 
perfect sacrifice who died to take away the penalty of sin.
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Small Group Guide Week 29 

Q 29. What roles does Jesus Christ perform as our Redeemer? 
A. Jesus Christ performs the roles of a prophet, a priest, and a king. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that Jesus redeems sinners by becoming the ultimate prophet, 
priest, and king that we need for our salvation.  
 
Key Verses 
Acts 3:22; Hebrews 5:5-6; Revelation 19:6 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. A prophet was someone who brought the Word of God to the people of God. Why 
would we need Jesus to be a prophet for us? 

2. A priest was someone who made sacrifices on behalf of the people of God. Why 
would we need Jesus to be a priest for us? 

3. A king was someone who ruled over people. Why would we need Jesus to be a 
king over us? 

4. How would learning about prophets, priests, and kings in the Old Testament help 
us know Jesus more?  

 
Gospel Connection 
For hundreds and even thousands of years, the people of God anticipated the coming of 
the Messiah, or Savior, who would perfectly reveal God’s will, provide for their sins, and 
rule over them. In Jesus’ perfect life, death, and resurrection, he perfectly revealed God’s 
Word to us, offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins, and ruled over us in power. Jesus 
saves us by being a prophet who reveals God’s Word to us, a priest who sacrifices 
himself for us, and a king who brings us into his kingdom under his eternal rule.
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Small Group Guide Week 30 

Q 30. How does Jesus Christ perform the role of a prophet? 
A. Jesus Christ performs the roles of a prophet by revealing God’s will for our 

salvation. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that as our prophet, Jesus provides for our spiritual blindness 
and deafness by revealing to us the way God saves sinners. We can take part in revealing 
God’s way of salvation, because Jesus is our great prophet.  
 
Key Verses 
Deuteronomy 18:15, 18-19; Acts 3:22; John 15:15; Hebrews 1:1-2 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Prophets did much more than predict things and events about the future. They 
were much more than fortune-tellers. What other things did prophets do? 

2. The most common phrase among the prophets was, “Thus says the Lord…” What 
does this tell us about the prophets? 

3. When Jesus taught or spoke, he never said, “Thus says the Lord” like all the 
prophets before him. Why do you think he did not use this common phrase? 

4. How do you think Jesus continues to perform the role of a prophet? 
5. Can you think of some ways you can reflect Jesus’ role as prophet at school? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Because of the Fall, all humans are in a state of spiritual blindness and deafness. The 
Bible says because of sin we are spiritually dead. This means we are unable to know and 
treasure God on our own. W need to have our minds opened and our hearts changed. 
Jesus is the perfect prophet who truly and completely reveals God to us. He shines the 
light of his glorious gospel into our minds to give us the knowledge and desire necessary 
for salvation. No matter how weak you feel your mind is, Christ the prophet is strong in 
bringing knowledge.
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Small Group Guide Week 31 

Q 31. How does Jesus Christ perform the role of a priest? 
A. Jesus Christ performs the role of a priest by once for all offering himself as a 

sacrifice to God. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that as our priest, Jesus provides for our sin by willingly 
offering himself as a sacrifice to God. His single sacrifice is sufficient for all time.  
 
Key Verses 
1 Peter 2:24; Hebrews 2:17; 7:25; 9:28; Ephesians 5:2; Romans 8:34 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. The role of a priest was to offer sacrifices to God on behalf of the people. Why 
did a priest have to offer sacrifices? Do we still need  

2. A priest also interceded on behalf of the people. This means that he 
communicated with God for the people. Do we need a human priest to pray for 
us? Why or why not? 

3. How does Jesus as your priest make you feel about prayer? 
4. Priests offered sacrifices throughout the year. Once every year, on the Day of 

Atonement, the priest would offer a special sacrifice to God for the sins of all of 
God’s people. God’s people still sin today. So, why does the church today not 
continue to offer sacrifices to God for our sin? 

5. Peter says that Christians are a royal “priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9). Can you think of 
some ways you can live as a priest? 

 
Gospel Connection 
When people were first created, Adam and Eve had unlimited priestly access into the 
presence of God. However, after sin entered the world, fallen human beings no longer 
had priestly access into God’s presence. Sin cut us off from God. When Jesus came, he 
perfectly fulfilled the role of a priest that Adam and the Old Testament priests failed to 
fulfill. He is our perfect high priest who doesn’t offer an animal sacrifice, but offers 
himself as the supreme sacrifice to God for sin. Through his work as our priest, Jesus 
brings us into the presence of God to dwell forever.
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Small Group Guide Week 32 

Q 32. How does Jesus Christ perform the role of a king? 
A. Jesus Christ performs the role of a king by ruling and defending his people. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that Jesus is the true king of the new people of God. As our 
king, Jesus rules over his people and defends them from their enemies. 
 
Key Verses 
Psalm 110:1-2; Genesis 49:8-10; Luke 1:32-33; Revelation 19:16; 1 Corinthians 15:24-27 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. In the Old Testament, the nation of Israel had many kings, some bad and some 
good. Can you name a few of them? Who was the greatest king of Israel? 

2. Read 2 Samuel 7:16. Who was this promise first made to? Who fulfills this 
promise? 

3. If Jesus is our King, how should we think about sin in our lives? 
4. As our king, Jesus defeats all of our enemies. What are some enemies that you 

face that Jesus defeats? 
5. How do you think Jesus frees us from the power of sin by being our King? 

 
Gospel Connection 
God is the eternal king of the universe because he is the creator of the universe. When 
Adam sinned against God, he rebelled against the King and his kingdom. Through sin, 
Adam refused to submit to God as King. God established kings once again when he 
allowed his people to be ruled by a king. King David was the closest thing to a godly 
king. But David’s ultimate purpose was to serve as a pointer to a greater King who would 
come to reign in a kingdom that will last forever. As our King, Jesus rules over us and 
defends us against all our enemies. All who are in his kingdom must submit to his rule as 
King. In Jesus’ kingdom, no rebels exist. Jesus is a King who does not allow sin to reign 
over us. In the end, we can only have one ruler; either sin or Jesus.
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Small Group Guide Week 33 

Q 33. How do we take part in Christ’s redemption? 
A. We take part in Christ’s redemption when the Holy Spirit applies it to us. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that while Jesus accomplishes our redemption by dying in our 
place, the Holy Spirit applies the benefits of Christ’s redemption to our hearts. 
 
Key Verses 
John 3:5-6; John 1:12-13; Titus 3:5-6 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Is salvation fully complete when Jesus dies on the cross for sinners? 
2. Why do we need the Holy Spirit to apply the work of Christ to us? 
3. What does this mean for believers? 
4. Is it as important that the Holy Spirit apply salvation to us as it is for Christ to 

purchase salvation for us? Why or why not? 
5. Why is it good news that we are not left to our own abilities to believe in Jesus? 

 
Gospel Connection 
The Bible teaches us salvation belongs to the Lord (Jonah 2:9). It is his to give. We can 
only be saved by his grace and through his work, not ours. We cannot be saved from the 
curse and power of sin through our own attempts to please God, because our hearts are 
dead in sin (Ps. 51:5). All three persons of the Godhead are involved in the salvation of 
sinners. The Father plans salvation. The Son purchases salvation. The Holy Spirit applies 
salvation. The Holy Spirit applies salvation to all who believe. This means everything 
that belongs to Jesus belongs to us when the Holy Spirit opens our eyes and hearts, to see 
and enjoy Him for who he is and what he did.
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Small Group Guide Week 34 

Q 34. How does the Holy Spirit apply redemption to us? 
A. The Holy Spirit applies redemption to us by uniting us to Christ by faith. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that the way the Holy Spirit applies redemption to sinners is by 
working faith in us. We will see that the only way to become a Christian is through the 
work of the Holy Spirit, who makes us spiritually alive. 
 
Key Verses 
Ephesians 2:8; 1 John 5:1; John 15:5 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What does it mean to be united to something? Can you think of an example? 
2. There are two parts to us being “united” to Jesus Christ. One is from God and the 

other is from us. What are they? 
3. To be united to Jesus by faith means that everything Jesus has, we have. What are 

some things that belong to Jesus that we gain when we trust him? 
4. Since your faith that unites you to Christ is a work of the Spirit, can you feel safe 

and secure in being and staying a Christian? 
5. Jesus told Paul that when he was killing Christians, he was actually persecuting 

Jesus. Why is it true that when we are mean and unloving to other Christians, we 
are mean and unloving to Jesus? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Because of the sin of Adam, we are all born in sin and dead in sin because we are united 
to Adam when we are born. However, when Jesus came to earth as a man, he never 
sinned. Then he died and rose again to take away the guilt and power of sin. By the work 
of the Holy Spirit, we are born again and given new life. We are then united to Jesus by 
faith in him when we are born again. Being united to Jesus means whatever belongs to 
Jesus belongs to us.
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Small Group Guide Week 35 

Q 35. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
A. Faith in Jesus Christ is receiving and resting on him alone for salvation. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that faith is the way we receive the gift of salvation. It is not 
doing, it is receiving. Faith is not working; it is resting. 
 
Key Verses 
Galatians 2:16; Romans 3:21-25; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 10:39; John 1:12 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Explain that faith in Jesus is not a work that saves, but a way to receive a gift. 
Imagine that you are stranded in a desert without water. It has been hours since 
you have seen anyone. Suddenly, someone rushes up to you with bottles of water. 
You quickly and gladly reach out your hand to receive the water. Is your hand 
saving you from dying? 

2. Read Ephesians 2:8-9. If we can’t be saved without faith in Jesus, why does 
salvation not depend on us? 

3. Think about what it means to rest. What do you think it means to rest on Christ 
for salvation? How does this make you feel? 

4. A good way to remember what it means to believe in Jesus is to think about this 
phrase: Jesus + Nothing = Everything. What do you think this means? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Before I became a Christian, I did the best I could to please God. I was always at church. 
I went to Sunday School. I tried to read my Bible. I was trying to work to earn God’s 
favor. But I had it all wrong. No one can be right with God by trying to obey his rules. 
Then someone told me that salvation was a gift I had to receive. The way I received this 
gift and the way you can receive this gift is faith. Faith is not working to earn salvation. It 
is resting on what Jesus did to earn your salvation.
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Small Group Guide Week 36 

Q 36. What benefits do we receive by faith in Jesus Christ? 
A. We are justified, adopted, and sanctified by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, we 
receive certain benefits that relate to our guilt before God, alienation from God, and sin 
against God. 
 
Key Verses 
Romans 8:30-32; Ephesians 1:5; 1 Corinthians 1:30 
 
New Vocabulary 
Justification: God declares us righteous (innocent) 
Adoption: God makes us his children 
Sanctification: God makes us holy 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. A benefit is something you receive either by earning or buying something. Can 
you think of a benefit that you earned at school? 

2. Do we have to earn or buy the benefits we receive from God in salvation? Why 
not? 

3. Go over the new vocabulary words above. Why do we need to be justified? 
(Because we are guilty) Why do we need to be adopted? (Because we are 
separated from God) Why do we need to be sanctified? (Because we are sinful) 

4. If God gives those who have faith in Jesus these three benefits (justification, 
adoption, and sanctification), do you have to worry that God doesn’t love you 
when you sin? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Because of our sin against God, we are guilty before him, separated from him, and filled 
with a sinful nature. We deserve to be punished for sinning against our creator. And our 
deserved punishment is death. But the good news of the gospel is that Jesus died in our 
place to take our punishment on himself. He became guilty for us, so that we might be 
called innocent. He was separated from his Father, so that we might become children of 
God. He took our sin, so that we might become holy as he is holy. You can receive all of 
these gifts by simply believing in who Jesus is and what Jesus did.
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Small Group Guide Week 37 
Q 37. What is justification? 

A. Justification is our declared righteousness before God. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that by God’s grace alone and through our faith alone in Christ 
alone, God as our judge declares us innocent. 
 
Key Verses 
2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 4:5; 3:22-26 
 
New Vocabulary 
Justification: God declares us righteous (innocent) 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever received credit for something someone else has done? 
2. How is it possible for God to declare us to be innocent when our sin tells us we 

are guilty? 
3. Why can’t God have a relationship with us without first declaring us innocent? 
4. What does being declared right with God say about who you are? 
5. How can you be justified (declared righteous)? (By faith in Jesus) 
6. Why do we need to be declared righteous? (Because we can’t earn it) 

 
Gospel Connection 
Because of our sin, we all stand unrighteous and guilty before a holy God. When Jesus 
died on the cross and rose from the grave he earned our righteousness and bore our guilt. 
When we trust Jesus, God declares us to be innocent, he justifies us. Justification is a gift 
of God. He doesn’t give us power to obey him. He calls us righteous based on what Jesus 
did for us. Because of this, all who have faith in Jesus are at peace with God and live in a 
relationship with him forever.
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Small Group Guide Week 38 

Q 38. What is adoption? 
A. Adoption is God’s act of bringing believers into his family. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that by faith in Jesus, God receives us as his children and 
grants us all the privileges as heirs of the kingdom. 
 
Key Verses 
1 John 3:1; John 1:12; Romans 8:16-17; Galatians 4:4-5 
 
New Vocabulary 
Adoption: God brings us into his family 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Is everyone on earth a child of God?  
2. Before we believe in Jesus we are slaves to sin. After we believe in Jesus we are 

sons of God. How should this change the way we live each day? 
3. How does seeing other Christians as your brothers and sisters help the church? 
4. What do you think are the rights of being a child of God? 
5. How can you show the world that you are a child of God? 
6. If God is your Father, how would that change the way you talk to him? 
7. How does it make you feel that God loves you as much as he loves his Son? 

 
Gospel Connection 
The Bible teaches that because of sin we are children of the devil (John 8:41-44; Eph. 
2:2-3). By faith, Jesus gives us the right to become sons and daughters of God. God loves 
us so much that even though we were once his enemies, he brings us into his family to 
enjoy being his children forever. We are no longer slaves of sin. We are now sons and 
daughters of God.
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Small Group Guide Week 39 
Q 39. What is sanctification? 

A. Sanctification is God’s act of making believers holy. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that by faith in Jesus, God transforms us into the image of 
Christ. 
 
Key Verses 
2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:23-24; Romans 6:4, 6, 11, 14 
 
New Vocabulary 
Sanctification: God makes us holy 
Holy: Set apart from sin 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why do we need to be made holy? Why can’t we just become holy on our own? 
2. Can you think of some ways that you have seen God change the way you act since 

you believed in him? 
3. Sanctification is freedom from the power of sin. How can you overcome sin in 

your life? 
4. Sanctification is spiritual growth. For you to grow taller and stronger, you need to 

eat healthy food. What do you need to grow spiritually? 
 
Gospel Connection 
Sanctification means that we are being changed from who we once were to who we are 
called to be in Christ. God commands that we be pure like Jesus, but then he gives what 
he commands. Through sanctification, God makes us look more and more like Jesus 
throughout our Christian lives. In the same way that we grow physically, slowly but 
surely, we grow in faith in Christ slowly but surely. Over time you will notice just how 
much you have grown in freedom from your sin and obedience to Christ.
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Small Group Guide Week 40 

Q 40. What happens to believers at death? 
A. The souls of believers are made perfect and immediately enter God’s presence. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the process of the believer’s passing into glory at death. On the 
basis of the work of Christ alone, believers enter God’s presence at death to enjoy him 
forever. 
 
Key Verses 
Hebrews 12:23; Philippians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Luke 23:43; 1 Thessalonians 4:14; 
Isaiah 57:2; Job 19:26 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Talk about how death is a dreaded enemy. Talk about how it is good and right to 
feel sad and upset when someone dies, especially someone we love. 

2. Even though our bodies are buried when we die, our souls either enter a place 
where God is or a place where God is not. What is the name of the place where 
God is? What is the name of the place where God is not? 

3. What makes Heaven so awesome? (God) 
4. Why is it important for our souls to be made perfect in order for us to be in God’s 

presence? 
5. Can we enter God’s presence at death by being a really good person and 

following all the rules? How can we enter God’s presence when we die? 
 
Gospel Connection 
Everyone who lives will one day die. We can’t control when or how. No one can escape 
death. It is our greatest enemy. It tears families apart. It makes us sad and even angry. 
Even Jesus wept with tears of anger at death. The bad news is that we all deserve death 
and separation from God because we have sinned against the one who made us. The good 
news is that when Jesus died on the cross he killed death forever. He defeated our worst 
enemy and gave us great hope. When we trust Jesus, death has no power over us because 
we are united to the one who beat death by rising from the dead.
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Small Group Guide Week 41 

Q 41. What happens to non-believers at death? 
A. The souls of non-believers will suffer the penalty of sin forever separated from 

God’s presence in hell. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the wrath of God poured out on all non-believers at death. We 
want to emphasize the penalty for sin is eternal death, which is forever being separated 
from God in hell. All who don’t seek refuge in Christ suffer the punishment of hell. 
 
Key Verses 
Hebrews 12:23; Philippians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Luke 23:43; 1 Thessalonians 4:14; 
Isaiah 57:2; Job 19:26 
 
Discussion Questions 

1.  Since everyone who doesn’t believe in Jesus suffers an eternal punishment, how 
should this change the way we think about our lost friends? 

2. Why can’t people who follow other religions be with God in heaven when they 
die? 

3. Why can’t people who do really good things on earth go to heaven when they die? 
4. Why must people believe in Jesus in order to be with God? 
5. Why is the punishment for sin so bad? 
6. How does knowing how bad the punishment for sin is change the way you think 

about what Jesus did on the cross? 
 
Gospel Connection 
Because we are all born in sin and dead in sin, we sin every day against a perfect, holy 
God who made us to know, love, and glorify him. God is so great that he cannot allow sin 
in his presence. And God is so good that he sent his Son to suffer the penalty of sin. Jesus 
was separated from his Father on the cross so that all who believe in him will never be 
separated from him again. But all who don’t believe in Jesus will suffer the wrath of God 
that Jesus suffered. All sin will be punished, either on the cross of Christ or in hell. We 
share the gospel to all we can because the only way to be rescued from the punishment 
we deserve is through Jesus Christ.
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Small Group Guide Week 42 

Q 42. What is our only hope in life and death? 
A. Our only hope in life and death is that we are not our own but belong to God in 

Christ. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that we stake our entire lives on who we are in Christ. 
 
Key Verse 
Romans 14:7-8 
 
Discussion Questions 

1.  If your favorite football team has the ball with only a few seconds left in the 
game and you need a great pass, what is your only hope to win the game? 

2. Why is belonging to God in Christ our only hope in life? What about in death? 
3. Does this mean that belonging to Jesus means your life will be easy? What does it 

mean? 
4. How can we show the world we belong to God through the way we live? 
5. Because you belong to God by his grace and through his Son, you should live for 

him. Is this a better motivation for godly living than just trying to follow as many 
rules as you can? Why? 

6. There are many times in life you will have to decide what is the right or wrong 
thing to do. Since you belong fully to God, who gets to decide what is right or 
wrong? 

7. Since you belong to God by his grace, what is the only way we should respond 
when he asks great things of us? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Living the Christian life means living a life that doesn’t belong to you. Before you trusted 
Jesus, you were living for yourself. But you have been bought with a price, the price of 
Jesus’ blood. So now you are to live and be ready to die for Jesus. We should not live to 
make ourselves happy when that goes against making God happy. We do not belong to 
ourselves. Our hope is in belonging to the one who gives meaning to life and victory over 
death. 
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Small Group Guide Week 43 

Q 43. What is the local church? 
A. The local church is the gathering of believers in all places where the gospel is 

truly preached. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the basics of what the local church is and does. 
 
Key Verse 
Acts 2:42; 7:38; 20:7; Ephesians 4:11-12  
 
Discussion Questions 

1.  Why do you think it is important for Christians to meet each week together for 
worship in local churches? 

2. Is there only one local church or many local churches? Is it possible for there to 
be churches that aren’t true churches? 

3. Why must the gospel be truly preached in order for a gathering of people to be 
called a church? 

4. Is the church the building or the people? If our local church moved to a new or 
different building, would we still be a local church? What if we didn’t have a 
building? 

5. What if the leaders in the church stopped truly preaching the gospel? 
 
Gospel Connection 
The church is not something that we create. The church is a creation. God made a people 
for himself that he chose for himself before the foundation of the world. At just the right 
time, he sent Christ to purchase the church with his blood. So, the church is a creation of 
the gospel. The church has been commanded to preach the gospel and make disciples, so 
that more believers may be brought in. Whenever a local church fails to preach the gospel 
it stops being a local church.
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Small Group Guide Week 44 

Q 44. What is the universal church? 
A. The universal church is the whole number of God’s people from all times and 

places.  
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As—(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize answer—(5) Read Unreached People Group 
information—(6) Close in prayer 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that God has chosen a people for himself that spans all time 
and places, which motivates us as the local church to take the gospel to the ends of the 
earth. 
 
Key Verse 
Ephesians 1:10, 22-23; John 10:16; 11:52 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Even though it is good for Christians to be in different local churches, do we 
belong to different universal churches? 

2. Why do you think there is only one Church? 
3. Who is in the universal Church? 
4. Read John 10:16. Since Jesus said he has sheep that are not yet in the fold, what 

should the local church do to bring them in? 
5. How does it make you feel that you can go to China, Uganda, Ghana, or India and 

find fellow brothers and sisters in the family of God? 
 
Gospel Connection 
Jesus died for sinners. He rescued sinners from death unto life. But he didn’t just die for 
sinners in our city. Jesus died for sinners from all time and all places. He died for sinners 
in America and sinners in China. Everyone who believes in Jesus is part of one big 
Church, which is the Bride of Christ. Because of this we should work in our local church 
to preach the gospel to the ends of the earth so that the people for whom Jesus died would 
be brought into the Church.
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Small Group Guide Week 45 

Q 45. What is prayer? 
A. Prayer is pouring out our hearts to God in praise, petition, confession of sin, and 

thanksgiving. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Discuss this week’s Q/A —(2) Discussion Questions—(3) Help 
memorize new Q/A—(4) Read info about your Unreached People Group and pray 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the nature of prayer and the four different kinds of prayer. 
 
New Vocabulary 
Petition: Asking things from God. 
 
Key Verses 
Psalm 62:8; 1 John 5:14; Philippians 4:6; John 14:13-14 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Of the four different ways you can pray, which way do you pray the most? Praise, 
petition, confession, or thanksgiving? Why? 

2. What do you think keeps you from praying more than you do? Can this change? 
3.  What do you think it means to “pour your heart out to God?” 
4. Why do we need Jesus’ death on the cross in our place in order to pray? 
5. How does it make you feel that God hears your prayers? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Prayer is the way that we communicate with God our Father. God refuses to 
communicate or talk with those who stand before him in sin. No one can be in the 
presence of God, even in prayer, if they are guilty of sin. The bad news is that we are all 
guilty of sin. The good news is that Jesus Christ came to earth to take away our guilt. 
Jesus became guilty for us. He lived a life without sin. He died to take your place and 
your sin. When he rose from the dead, he finished the way back into God’s presence. You 
can enter God’s presence in prayer because Jesus was punished in your place. By his 
blood, you can talk with God as your Father.
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Small Group Guide Week 46 
Q 46. What should we pray? 

A. The whole Word of God directs us in what we should pray. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As —(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize new Q/A—(5) Pray for unreached people group 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate that the Bible is our primary guide, which molds our prayers.  
 
Key Verses 
2 Timothy 3:16-17; Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Do you think there is a right or wrong way to pray? Can you think of some wrong 
ways to pray? (We are not talking about style, but content here) 

2. Why is it important to know how to pray? 
3. Why do you think the Bible should be our guide for how to pray? 
4. How do you think the Bible directs us in what we should pray? 
5. How could you better use the whole Word of God as your guide to prayer? 

 
Gospel Connection 
Prayer is completely God-centered. God is the one we pray to. God is the one who gives 
us the desire to pray. God is the one who makes the way for us to pray through Jesus. 
And God is the one who directs our prayers. You see, our hearts are flawed. They are 
fallen. And they often fail to honor God in prayer. Our prayers are often focused solely 
on ourselves and our comforts. But through his Word, God directs our prayers toward his 
glory. And when we follow the direction of Scripture for our prayers, we will find joy in 
our God-centered prayers.
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Small Group Guide Week 47 

Q 47. What is baptism? 
A. Baptism is a command and picture of the gospel in which being dipped in water 

shows we belong to Christ and his Church. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As —(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize new Q/A—(5) Pray for unreached people group 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the biblical command of baptism and how it shows the gospel.  
 
Key Verses 
Matthew 28:19; Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 2:12 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why is it important to be baptized after you believe in Jesus? 
2. Why aren’t we baptized before believing in Jesus? 
3. Read Romans 6:3-5. How does baptism show a picture of the gospel?  
4. Does baptism save us from our sin, or literally wash away our sins? 
5. Why is it important to show we belong to Christ and his Church through baptism? 

 
Gospel Connection 
In the same way that football teams where the same jersey to show they are one team, 
Christians show they all belong to the same Christ by being baptized. Our baptism is our 
sign that shows who we belong to. It shows we belong to Christ. Going down into the 
water represents his death. Coming up out of the water represents his resurrection. As the 
church, we have all died to sin and now walk in the life that Christ gives. Baptism is a 
picture of all this. It is our sign that we belong to Christ and his Church. Baptism does not 
save us from sin, but it shows the world how Christ has died for our sin.
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Small Group Guide Week 48 

Q 48. Who should be baptized? 
A. Only those who repent of their sin and trust Jesus alone for salvation should be 

baptized. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As —(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize new Q/A—(5) Pray for unreached people group 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the proper recipients of baptism and why this is important for 
gospel communication.  
 
Key Verses 
Acts 2:38; 8:12, 36; 10:47-48; Matthew 3:6; Mark 16:16 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why shouldn’t babies be baptized? 
2. Should someone be baptized if they do not trust Jesus for salvation? Why does 

this matter? 
3. Is it okay for someone to be baptized three or four times? Why or why not? 
4. Read Acts 8:12. When were the people baptized? 
5. Read Acts 10:47-48. Why wasn’t it good for baptism to be kept from these 

people? What does it mean the Holy Spirit came to them? 
 
Gospel Connection 
Since baptism is a sign to show the world that we belong to Christ and his Church, 
baptism is only for those who actually belong to Christ and his Church. How do we 
belong to Christ and his Church? We must be born again. We must turn from sin and trust 
Christ alone for salvation. Only after we receive God’s gift of grace in the gospel by faith 
should we be baptized. Baptism is a sign, not salvation. But once salvation comes, we 
should show the sign by being baptized.
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Small Group Guide Week 49 

Q 49. What is the Lord’s Supper? 
A. The Lord’s Supper is a command and picture of the gospel in which eating the 

bread and drinking the cup show the death of Jesus. 
 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As —(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize new Q/A—(5) Pray for unreached people group 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the nature and importance of the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper for the life of the church. 
 
Key Verses 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 10:16; Matthew 26:26-28 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. When we eat the bread in the Lord’s Supper, what does it represent? 
2. When we drink of the cup in the Lord’s Supper, what does it represent? 
3. How does the Lord’s Supper show the gospel to the church and world? 
4. How does partaking of the Lord’s Supper help us in our daily fight against sin? 
5. Read Matthew 26:26-28. Why did Jesus say his followers should continue 

partaking of the Lord’s Supper? 
 
Gospel Connection 
The Lord’s Supper is a powerful reminder to all of us of Jesus’ suffering on the cross, his 
shed blood, and his death in the place of sinners. It is a picture that shows us what Jesus 
did for us on the cross and serves as a grace to help us fight sin in our lives. We bless and 
eat the bread together as a reminder of Jesus’ body, which he gave up for us. We bless 
and drink the cup of grape juice as a reminder of Jesus’ blood, which he shed for the 
forgiveness of our sin. In the Lord’s Supper, we show the gospel by proclaiming Jesus’ 
death to everyone gathered. The glory of the gospel is on full display when we partake of 
the Lord’s Supper as a faith family.
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Small Group Guide Week 50 

Q 50. Who should partake of the Lord’s Supper? 
A. All Christians should partake of the Lord’s Supper after examining themselves. 

 
Tribe Agenda: (1) Recite previous Q/As —(2) Discuss this week’s Q/A—(3) Discussion 
Questions—(4) Help memorize new Q/A—(5) Pray for unreached people group 
 
Goal for the Night 
We want to communicate the proper recipients of the Lord’s Supper and in what manner 
believers should partake of this ordinance. 
 
Key Verses 
1 Corinthians 5:8; 11:27-31; 2 Corinthians 13:5 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Do you think the Lord’s Supper should be treated seriously? Why? 
2. Why should all Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper? 
3. Should the Lord’s Supper only be for adult Christians? 
4. Why shouldn’t non-believers partake of the Lord’s Supper? 
5. Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-31. Why is it important to examine yourself before 

partaking of the Lord’s Supper? 
 
Gospel Connection 
The Lord’s Supper is a unique way the church shows the gospel. We are reminded of 
who Jesus is and what he did each time we eat the bread and drink of the cup. Since it is a 
reminder of Jesus’ death in our place, it is important to examine or look at our own hearts 
before we partake of the Lord’s Supper. Unrepentant sin has no place in the life of a 
Christian. Jesus died to free us from sin, not so we can keep living in sin. Partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper is a great opportunity to be confronted with sin in your heart, so you may 
repent and cling to Christ. 


